
 

Stakeholder Briefing – 16 April 2021  
 

Addressing Inequalities - Achieving 
Equity 
 
Welcome to the Stakeholder Briefing for the Herefordshire and Worcestershire COVID 
Vaccine Inequalities Programme.  
 
The Vaccine Inequalities Programme (VIP) aims to support population groups at risk of low 
COVID-19 vaccine uptake. This is to ensure every eligible person living in Herefordshire and 
Worcestershire has the opportunity to receive the vaccination in a timely manner, as soon as 
they are eligible within the national Joint Committee on Vaccination and Immunisation (JCVI) 
guidance. 
 
Data on 15 April March 2021 shows that 540,049 doses (first and second) of the vaccine 
have been given across the two counties. The following figures demonstrate the percentage 
of the population who have had at least one dose of the vaccine: 98% of the over 80s, 100% 
75-79 year olds, 98.4% 70-74 year olds, 93.9% 65-69 year olds, 98.3% 60-64 year olds, 
97.6% 55-59 year olds and 89.5% 50-54 year olds.  
 

Our current priorities are: 
 
To support those from minority ethnic groups, a Frequently Asked Questions document 
has been produced in English/Polish and English/Urdu and has been distributed through 
targeted community groups and venues.  
 
Digital exclusion has been explored as a barrier to vaccine access with local voluntary and 
community sector organisations.  
 
Partnership working between health and social care to support a personalised approach 
for those who are hesitant to receiving the vaccine because of anxiety or fear of healthcare 
interventions or settings.  
 
We are gathering a network of contacts to support engagement with people within their 
communities and sourcing appropriate information regarding attitudes to the vaccine from 
Eastern European communities. 
 
Ensuring unpaid and family carers are able to access the vaccine by providing appropriate 
communications and support.  
 

Our next significant areas of work are: 
 
Second dose planning for rough sleepers is well underway. 
 
A migrant/seasonal worker vaccination programme is developing in partnership between 
councils and Primary Care Networks. 
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Leaflets encouraging GP registration will be available within libraries across Herefordshire 
and Worcestershire.  
 

Partnership working: 
 
This is about us all working together and lots of people in Herefordshire and Worcestershire 
are working hard to encourage people in our communities to have the vaccination: 
 

- The survey regarding vaccine hesitancy being promoted by Healthwatch is still open  
- Vaccination plans for Seasonal workers are being developed with local Councils  
- Worcester Voluntary Sector organisations are supplying intelligence and engagement 

knowledge regarding a variety of communities 
 
If you are planning any communication or events around the vaccine please share it through 
social media and email us about it, so that we can collate all the good work that is happening 
across the two counties. We are keen to learn from and share the good work that everyone 
in our community is doing.  
 

Sign up for more information: 
 
If you would like to be kept informed of the development of this programme, to receive future 
stakeholder briefings and to be invited to engagement activities when appropriate, please 
complete the form. As the programme moves forward we hope that you will share your 
views, suggestions and offers of help with us.  
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https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/VIPInterestForm

